Scottish Government proposed Agriculture Bill consultation extended
Consultation on the Scottish Government's proposed new Agriculture Bill closes on Monday 21 November    HAS BEEN EXTENDED TO  MONDAY 5 DECEMBER.  Although it might seem a subject of limited interest to the non farming and crofting public, it has been pointed out that as the bill is as much about how public money is spent as about farming policy or practice, it is something in which we should all take an interest.

The rather bland introduction to the consultation document perhaps does not sufficiently emphasise that a large part of the bill is concerned with setting up a system of farm subsidies and payments to replace those formerly provided under the EU's Common Agricultural Policy.

The new Agriculture Bill will aim to provide Scotland with a framework to support and work with farmers and crofters to meet more of our food needs sustainably and to farm and croft with nature. To ensure that Scotland's people are able to live and work sustainably on our land, this framework will deliver high quality food production, climate mitigation and adaptation, nature protection and restoration, and wider rural development. This consultation also includes proposals to modernise agricultural holdings and Scottish agricultural wages whilst seeking to complement the forthcoming Bills relating to land and the environment.
A helpful overview of the current farm payments system and the need for reform is given in a blog by Bruce Wilson, public affairs manager for the  Scottish Wildlife Trust,  on the 'Farm for Scotland's Future'  website.
The consultation document and how to respond
Confusingly, the Scottish Government has published a web page at www.gov.scot/publications/. .
which links to the consultation document but does not provide any means of, or link to any means of, or instructions for, responding to the consultation.  
SG has also published a  'Plain English Summary Guide to consultation', which also does not provide enough detail to enable a response.
The link to use if you want to respond is

https://consult.gov.scot/agriculture-and-rural-economy/proposals-for-a-new-agriculture-bill/
This requires some personal information to be provided in an 'About you' page before you can submit your responses to a detailed set of questions about different aspects of the bill.

Responses and assistance from other organisations
A number of organisations have offered comment on and guidance with the consultation

Nourish Scotland
is running consultation workshops on the Agriculture Bill, fourteen in person covering the length and breadth of Scotland, and four online, of which two have yet to take place, and have published a document giving details of workshop locations and times, and registration links. 
Nourish have also published a useful blog article by Anna Chworow on 'Why should you care about the Agriculture Bill?',  and an A-Z list directing responders' attention to specific topics within the consultation and the questions relating to them.
Scottish Environment Link
has joined with other organisations including Nourish to create a campaign and website 'Farm for Scotland's Future', with links to a number of articles relevant to the consultation, and has set up a petition calling on the government to introduce an agriculture bill that:

· Ensures at least three quarters of public spending on farming supports methods that restore nature and tackle climate change. 

· Supports all farmers and crofters in the transition to sustainable farming.
Highland Good Food Partnership
devotes much of its November newsletter to the Agriculture Bill consultation, and seeks to draw attention to the need for changes in the proposed bill to address the needs of small-scale farming.  In conjunction with the Landworkers' Alliance and the Scottish Crofting Federation they recently took part in a day of action at the Scottish Parliament on the theme of  'Support Small Scale',  accompanied by the publication of a booklet containing messages emphasising the importance of small scale growing from landworkers and supporters throughout the Highlands.  They highlight the fact that crofters or growers working less than 3 hectares receive no support at all under the present or proposed farm payments schemes, and call for the abandonment of the 3 hectare limit.
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